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St. Mary-le-Bom, 


7 


dneſday Fanuary the 8:h,1 


FOHN HETLYN,1 
Rector of St. Mary Le-Strand, 


nted and Sold by OSEPH Dow NIN, in 
Bartholomew-Cloſe, near Net- 
«DC c. xxx 


inte 
bus. 
fo 
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Rom. Xii. 4. 


je the Miniſter of God to thee for 
Good : but if thou do that which is 
evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not 


Miniſter of God, a Revenger to exe- 
cute Wrath upon him that doth evil. 


pee NCONSISTENCY is the moſt 
<0} palpable mark of Folly. Uni- 
AS! form Error may be more per- 
: nicious, but Inconſiſtency, 3. e. 
e the maintaining an Error to- 

rea gether with the Truths that 
Witte it, is more abſurd, and more noto- 
ons, And this evidently is the caſe of thoſe, 
o approving the Laws now in force a- 
ninſt Vice and Profaneneſs, at the ſame time 


SR if 
... OSS MP Wien 


the Sword in vain : for he is the 


A 2 blame 
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blame thoſe who promote their Execution, on 
for that reaſon, becauſe they endeavour tq 
promote their * Such Cenſurers a1 
plainly inconſiſtent: They contradi& then 
ſelves: They allow, and diſallow the fam 
thing: They need no reply, and give oc 
ſion only to admire, or pity their Weakneſ;, 


In Reaſon then Cenſure and Reproach car 
not reach the gencrous and pious Deſign whic 
you, Gentlemen, are engaged in, but the 
mult at the ſame time impeach the Laws: an 
therefore to juſtifie the Laws, will be you 
ſufficient Apology. If the Laws are evil, the 
thoſe who are active to promote the Obſery 
tion of them, ſhare in the Guilt : but if th 


Laws are good, then they participate of thi “ 
Merit with the Legiſlature. Met 
1 en 
To juſtifie the Laws againſt Profanene 4 
and Immorality (as to their Intent, I meanhca 
may ſeem very needleſs; but the AbluWi; 
dity of your Adverſaries makes it neceſſaf if 
To prove the Juſtice and the Expediency Mia 
ſuch Laws is indeed a very eaſie Work; 5 
nothing more is requiſite to ſhew the Good 1 
neſs of the Cauſe, which you are engaged iniſſÞme 
and to animate your Zeal for the farthÞ r. 
| Proſecution of it. To this End I thall etc 


deavour to ſhew, 


Fir} 
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Firſt, That the Magiſtrate has Power to 


make Laws for the Good of Society ; 
And, 


Secondly, THAN the Laws in Queſtion are 


of that Kind, 92. for the Good of 
Society. 


AN D Firſt, Of the Power of the Magiſtrate 
to make Laws. He is (faith our Aran the 
Minzſter of God to thee for GooD : but if thou 
% that which is Evil, be afraid; for he bear- 
WM: not the Sword in gain: for he is the Mi- 


fer of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon 
lim that doth Evil. 


Gop alone is the Supream Governour of 
len; but in this World he has partly ſuſ- 
ended the Exerciſe of his Regal Power, till 
the appointed Day, when (as the Scripture 
deaks) Deut. xxxii. 41. His Hand ſhall take 
ud on Judgment, and he ſhall manifeſt Him- 


kif the Revenger to execute Mrath pon him 
i doth Evil. 


1 
oo 1x the mean Time, to keep the World in 
d infW&me tolerable Order, he has conſtituted Men 
rthi rule over Men; he has appointed Magi- 
| eRtites, who are ks Miniſters, his Servant. 


Wi act by an expreſs Commiſſion from Him. 
1 And 
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And he has put the Sword of Juſtice into 
their Hands; that they may more immedi. 
ately enforce the Obſervation of his Laws, 


in all Matters, that concern the Peace and 
Welfare of Society. 


He is the Minifter of God to thee for Goon, 
The particular Members of a Community con- 
ſult each his own private Good. But beſides 
this, there is a Publick Good, a common In- 
tereſt of the whole; and the Care of that, 

is the Province of the Magiſtrate. The ſeve- 
ral Members of a Society have ſeveral Ends, 
as their Views and Intereſts are various: The 
Office of a Governour is to reconcile theſe, | 
and controul them too, where it ſhall be need- 
ful; fo as to render them conſiſtent with 
each other, and ſubſervient to the Welfare of 


the whole Body. 


THrvs is the Magiſtrate G o Þ's Miniſtcr : 
and this is the true Origin of Government, 
as the holy Scriptures teſtifie. Reaſon alſo 
concurs with irrefragable Evidence to con- 
firm it. The Magiſtrate has Authority to | 
make Laws for the Publick Good, becauſe 
the Publick Good requires that ſuch Laws 
ſhould be made: And the numberleſs Benefits 
of Civil Government are ſo many Arguments 


to eſtabliſh its Authority. F 


8 


Keproach of our Nature, we ſeldom know 
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As a farther Confirmation therefore, it may 
not be amiſs here briefly to mention them : 
And the rather, becauſe, as great a Good as 
Civil Government is; yet, like moſt other 
Goods in Poſſeſſion, it is rarely valued as it 
deſerves. "Tis certainly the Chief of tem- 
poral Bleſſings, becauſe the Enjoyment of all 
other temporal Bleſſings depends upon it: Yet 
very few (I fear) acknowledge it in their 
Thankſgivings to Gop, or reflect on it with 
Gratitude to his Miniſters the Magiſtrates, to 
whoſe Protection, under Gop, we owe the 
ſecure Fruition of Life it ſelf, as well as of 
its Comforts and Conveniencies. 'The Bulk 
of a Nation, with Regard to their Gover- 
nours, are in the ſame State as the Body is 
to the Soul, unconſcious of that by which it 


| ſabſiſts. The Genius, which preſides to ſe- 


cure their 'Tranquillity, is to them an invi- 
lible Power, whoſe Benefits they enjoy with- 
out due Sentiments of Gratitude. 


Ou Apoſtle therefore thought it neceſſary 
that Men ſhould be put in Mind of their 


own Happineſs in being the Subjects of a well 


regulated Government: 'To have right Ap- 
prehenſions of that Happineſs, we ſhould con- 
lider, what would be our State, if we had no 
Protection from the Civil Power : For, to the 


how 


them. Suppoſe therefore that Gop had not 
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how to value Bleſſings, but by the Want of 


be! 
made this Proviſion for our Security, what g 
Diſorders, what Rapine, Violence, and un- n 
ſpeakable Miſeries of all ſorts, would over- 
ſpread the Face of the Earth? Whoſoever 
duly conſiders this, muſt acknowledge, that, 
under Gop, the Magiſiracy apholds (as the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) he Pillars of the Earth, 
Pfal. Ixxv. 3. and faves the World from De- 


ſolation. 


We there no Government, we ſhould MW" 
indeed have Liberty to do what we pleas'd :M": 
but withal, we ſhould be expoſed to ſuffer as wi 
much as it ſhould pleaſe any other, who" 
ſhould be ſtronger than our ſelves ; SrrenzthM 
then would be the Law of Fuſtice, (as the 
Wiſe-man elegantly expreſſes it) Srrength| 
would be the Law & Juſtice, and that which 
7s feeble found to be nothing worth, Wiſ. ii. 11, 
We could not then call our Fortunes, our 
Eſtates, or our Lives, our own ; or enjoy them 
any longer than the Avarice or Malice off | 
our ſtronger Neighbour would permit. We 
find that all the Terrors of Government hardly MW. 
ſuffice to reſtrain Men from Injury and Vii. 
lence. They will ſteal, and cheat, and op., 
preſs, altho' the Sword of Juſtice be brandiſhd . 


mo. 
WA 
* 


before their Eyes; and they ſee other Male- 
5 : factor 
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tors fall under its Stroke : But doubtleſs 
hey would be infinitely more rapacious, if 
key were not deterr'd by the Rigours of 
luthority. 


In a Word, all our Tromelin. all the 
omforts and Conveniencies of Life; the 
eſt of the Night, and the Safety of the Day, 
ne the Fruits of Government, the Effects of 
te Divine Bounty convey'd to us through the 
nds, and by the Mediation of our Sove- 
rien, His Navy is our Security at Sea, his 
mies are our Defence by Land againſt Fo- 
wn Invaſions ; while the Terrors of his Civil 
tice prevent Domeſtick Injuries, * or the 
herciſe of it redreſſeth thoſe we have 
iltained. 


Axp thus it appears ſufficiently that the 
Nagiſtrate is he Miniſter of God to us for 
0 b, and conſequently has Power to make 


ſuch Laws as are found neceſſary to that 
Dad. 


zor before I leave this Head, I would make 
De farther Uſe of it, to eſtabliſh a right No- 
. * Win of that darling Boaſt of our Nation, Li- 
„; and ſhew how it ſands diſtinguſh'd 
om the two Extremes, Licentionſneſs and 
; lavery. | 


* Zh 


bn 
= 

Licentiouſneſs prevails, where due Laws ac: 
not provided, or (which is the ſame in Even" 
not executed for the Publick Good. 
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Liberty flouriſhes, where they are made, a Wi: 
executed only for the Publick Good. And uc 


Slavery oppreſſes, where the Laws are pe 
verted or ſufpended, to ſerve the Intere(f 


of the Governours, at the Expence of Puliſ": 
lick Good. Wl 


n has often uſurp'd the amiabMu: 
Name of Liberty, and done much MiſchiMri 
in that Diſguiſe. Of this we have a flagrat 
Inſtance in what is called the Liberty of Ru 
Preſs, whereby our Religion and our Goverl 
ment have been ſcandalouſly vilified with } Ne 
pudence and Impunity. Many worthy | Pe 
ſons have done all that can be done in a pH. 
vate Capacity, to remedy this Evil, by pul 
liſhing the fulleſt and moſt ſatisfactory Col 
futations of ſuch peſtilent Writings. A la fe 
diſtinguſn'd, and truly Paftoral: Performand 
has diſſipated the Cavils of Infidelity 8 \ 
guments ſo judicious, and ſo forcible, 
if Reaſon were to determine the Controve le 


I 


th 
our Religion would need no other Defend do 
But no Man ſhould be allowed to diſperſe 50 
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18 altho there were ſufficient Antidotes at 
and: And therefore, with due Submiſſion, 


[cannot but think, that in this Caſe, the Go- 
ment ſhould interpoſe in its own Defence, 


; well as that of Chriſtianity. For the Laws 

hat ſhould prevent or puniſh ſuch high Miſ- 

kmeanours are ſo defective, that Blaſphemy 

Wd Treaſon ſeem to have been publiſh'd with- 

ut Diſguiſe ; or at leaſt with ſuch thin Diſ- 

miſes, as rather ſerve for Ornaments, exciting 

| al the Reader's Curioſity, without conceal- 
Wis any Part of the Author's Malice. The 
Ihineſt and moſt intelligible Alluſions, with 
bme trivial, perhaps ludicrous Change of Cir- 
umſtances, ſerve the Libeller for a Varniſh, 
rith which he ſets off, and heightens his pro- 
ine or ſeditious Arguments: But if he be 
qeſtion'd for them, then this tranſpareht 
W Varniſh becomes a Vail, a thick, an impe- 
"InfMictrable Vail, which (as ſome have pre- 
Pe ended) our Publick Juſtice muſt not ſee 
pi trough. 


socnx Abſurdities are maintain'd and de- 
ended under the glorious Name of Liberty. 
n But true Liberty can lend them no Defence. 
In Strictneſs of Speech indeed, Liberty is a 
h Prerogative peculiar to the Virtuous Man; 
erh tor he only may do all that he 1s inclin'd to 
o. He is free to do what he wills; becauſe 
7 B:% | he 
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of, but Civil Liberty, or the proper Libert 
of the Subject, which is there maintain'd (. 
I ſaid) not where there are no Laws, bu 


ter of Controverſie foreign to our preſent Sub- 
ject, and to our Conſtitution. We treat here 


Men are obliged to boy ſuch Laws, and all 


he never wills, but what he ought. - Sug 
abſolute Liberty is not what we now tre: 


where there are only good ones, 1. e. ſuch Ha 
promote the general Intereſt of the Subject. Whic 


Ap the ſame Character diſtinguiſhes i 
alſo from $/avery; for Freedom and Servitude 


differ in this, that the Freeman is under n 
Reſtraint, but what conduces to his prope 


Intereſt: Whereas the Slave is made {ub 
ſervient to that of his Maſter. Thus the Pa 
ternal Authority directs Children for their 
Good: While the Command of the Maſte 
exacts only what is ſerviceable to himſelf, 
Hence good Kings have been deſervedly ſiyl4Mn 
the Fathers of their Country, becauſe they 
ruled their Subjects with a Paternal Diſinte- 


reſtedneſs; while the Tyrannical Prince eon- Nu 
ſiders his People as his Property, and accor- 


dingly uſes them as the Tools of his Am. 
bition or Avarice. How far the Laws of 
ſuch a Prince bind the Conſcience, is a Mat- 


only of Laws that tend to the Publick Good, 


and from ſuch there is no Exemption. All 


good 


—— — nn B — ———— — 


jw RRYO RMATION of MANNERS. 13 
nod Men will, and as they love their Coun- 
xy, muſt endeavour to promote their Exe- 
tion. | 


My Second Head was to ſhew, 'That thoſe 
ws in particular, for the Maintenance of 
hich, your Zeal has been exerted, are of 
tis Kind, are for the Publick Good. 


Ix the moſt ſolemn Service of the Church, 
e pray, That all that are put in Authority 
ty truly and impartially miniſter Fuſtice, to 
je Puniſhment of JWWickedneſs and Vice, and 
le Maintenance of God's true Religion and 
tue. The ſame Words, as I apprehend, 
wreſs the full Purport and Deſign of the So- 
ties for Reformation, Your Endeavours 
end only to this, that thoſe in Authority 
ty duly miniſter Juſtice, to the Puniſhment 
| Wickedneſs and Vice, and to the Mainte- 
ance of Gops true Religion and Virtue. 
is the Prayer is pious, ſo the Attempt is vir- 
ous; and your Deeds worthily correſpond 
ith your Petitions. For what we defire, 
at we muſt alſo endeavour. We are oblig'd 
may fo ſpeak) to practiſe our Prayers; 
id nor ſollicit Heaven with vain Deſires ; but 
tribute our ſelves, as much as poſlible, to 
Kr Execution. LE 


FROM 


_ Good. | * 


pariſon of it. 


14 A SERMON tefore the Stcieties 


FROM this abridgd Account of your piouf 
Undertaking, we may diſtinguiſh the Layg 
whoſe Execution you endeavour to promots | 
into two Kinds : 


Firft, Sucn as are provided for the Mail 
tenance of Gop's true Religion, and its in 
mediate Conſequence, Virtue. And, 


Secondly, HOSE which are Enacted for tif 


Puniſhment of Vice and Wickedneſs. I wou 
ſhew that both theſe are for the Publid 


AN p Fit, Of the Laws for the Main: 


nance of Gor's true Religion: For ful 
there are in our Statute-Book ; tho' a Str: 


ger, Who ſhould come among us, might 
ſpe& there was no ſuch Thing: Of theſc 
ſay, that they are for the Publick Go 
The Publick Good is the Good of all 
Particulars; and every Man, that has a 8 
to be fav'd, has ſuch an unſpeakable Intel 


in Religion, that all other Goods are trifft 


and ought to be held contemptible, in C 


As the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God 
is, by that Relation, bound to be zealou nc 
his Maſter's Service; as he is Gop's Min 
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wh the People for their Good, he muſt promote 
keir principal Good, their Eternal Welfare, 
ih the utmoſt Extent of his Power. His 
wer indeed cannot reach the Heart of an 
aide ; but it may ſtop his Mouth, and hin- 
in: the Contagion of his Wickedneſs. 


WEN a Country is viſited with Peſtilence, 
e Magiſtrate exerts a very arbitrary Autho- | 


/; the Diſeaſed, and even the Whole, who 
MW: {0 unfortunate as to have cohabited with | 
em, are ſhut up, and made a Sacrifice to 
e Publick Safety. A Treatment ſevere in- 
e, but neceſſary; we judge it better that 
re, ' tho znnocent, Perſons ſhould ſuffer, 
an the whole Community run the Hazard 


— de Bao ne) ev er ge — —-Ut: 


t Infection. And it would be a very unac- 
heſq hntable Tenderneſs that ſhould ſpare the 


wity, in a Caſe, where the Evil is incom- 
nbly greater. 


Ir the Magiſtrate ſhould, to his and our 
mat Misfortune, be inſenſible to the ſpiri- 
al Concerns of the Subjects; yet upon a 
il Account, the Preſervation of Religion is 
s Intereſt, as well as his Duty: And the 
Iltician (if not infatuated, as ſome have 
Wucrly been) the Politician, I fay, muſt in 
ing Reſpect concur in Councels with the 
ine. 


tri 


TAE 


W. 
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Civil Power. Chriſtianity guards the 'Thror 


Tus Government is oblig'd, for its or 
Sake, to ſupport Religion, becauſe Relig] 
is the beſt Support of Government. WH 
1 ſpeak of the Governments maintaining R 
ligion, I have no Regard to the ſecular 1 
tereſt of Clergy-men, but only to that of Pie 
and Virtue, the only Intereſt which we 01g 
to have at Heart. And I ſay, it is of tif 
greateſt Conſequence to the Magiſtrate, th 
he maintain and defend theſe, viz. Piety a 
Virtue, as inforc'd in the Syſtem of - Chrill 
anity, for theſe are the beſt Security of 


with the Terrors of Omnipotence. It repr 
ſents the Supream Magiſtrate, as Gop's Vic 
gerent. It arms him with Divine Authorit 
and exacts Obedience to him upon the P 
nalty of Damnation. The Pozvers that | 
(faith our Apoſtle) are ordained of God : JW) 
ſocwer therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſt 
'the Ordinance of God; and they that rei 
hall receive to themſeſves Damnation : I ber 
fore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Jrat! 
but allo for Conſcience-ſake : For this Coil 
pay you Tribute alſo, for they are God's Min 
fters, &c. So ſerviceable are the ' Chriſti 
Doctrines to the Civil Eſtabliſhment. . B 
this is ſo obvious a Truth, and Religion 4 


pears ſo perfectly adapted to the Politic 
1 . Int -- 


tereſt of Government, that one of the moſt 
aufible Objections, which the Adverſaries 
W Religion have raiſcd againſt it, is, that 
IF: was an Invention of Policy, an Engine con- 

Wind by Stateſmen, to keep Men in Subje- 
tion: And they muſt have been wretched 
politicians, who, negligent of ſuch apparent 
\dvantages, have endeavoured to depreciate 
tin the Minds of the People. Could it be ſup- 
ſed an Error, yet it would be fo wholeſome, 
b beneficial, and ſo eminently ſerviceable to 


blig d to encourage and maintain it: But as 
t is the moſt important of all Truths, all 
offible Motives concur to engage the Magi- 
irate to cheriſh and propagate it with the 
hole Streſs of his Authority, and to defend 
t with that Sword, which. G oÞ has put into 
his Hands. 


Legal Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, the 
Civil Power and the Eccleſiaſtical have a 
ſtricter and more intimate Union than in 
other Countries. | In the Articles of our 
Church, the Ecclefiaſtical Supremae y isexplain d 
to tgnifte, Art. 37. Such Power * as has been 
A given always to all godly Princes in holy Scrip- 
* ture by G op himſelf, z. e. that they ſhould 


rule all Eſtates and Degrees committed to their 
© ** Charge 
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covernment, that Governours are indiſpenſably 


Ir may be farther conſidered, that in the 
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Charge by Gop, whether they be Ecol | 
© fiaftical or Temporal; and reſtrain with ti 
© Civil Sword the Stubborn and Evil-doer, 
The godly Princes here propos'd as worth 
Patterns of the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, a 
Darid, Hezekiah, Aſa, Joſiabh, and other 
who ſeverely puniſh'd the Impugners of th 
true Religion; and made ſuch Reformatio 
in Church and State, that ali we need wi 
for from the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, is to fo 
low their Example, as our Law here ſeems ti 
have given them their Authority. 


TAE Example of theſe pious Princes ex 
tends its Influence to the other Branch e 
your Care, viz. the Execution of the Lat 
againſt Vice. It is recorded of them, not only 
that they deſtroy'd Idolatry, and maintain 
the true Religion; but alſo that they exerted 
their coercive Power againſt enormous Imme 
ralities. We read particularly of two 0 
them, gig. Aſa and Fofiah, 1 Kings xv. 1. 
2 Kings xxiii. 7. that they brake down tit 
Houſes of the Sodomites, and cleanſed tix 
Land from their Abominations. And they 
were alſo vigilant to ſuppreſs all other di 
orderly Practices, that might offend, or in- 
jure the Community, 


IT 


Ir 
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Ir will be acknowledg'd, | that all? © 


nd all Degrees of Vices, do not come under 
he Cognizance of the Civil Magiſtrate : But 


ben they break out, and grow notorious, 


) that the Publick is ſcandaliz'd, or diſturb'd 
y their Exorbitancy, or may be infected by 


Wicir Malignity, then it becomes a publick 


oncern to repreſs their Infolence; and, as 
ir as poſſible, to ſtop their Contagion. Of 
his Kind are open Lewdneſs, the Infection 


e Night-walkers, and the lately fo rife Abo- 


nination of the unnatural, and deteſtable Sin, 
ot to be named among Chriſtians, Of this 
Kind alſo, are Beſtial Drunkennefs, execrable 
baths, and dreadful Curſes, notorious Pro— 
anations of the Lord's-Day, and ruinous 


aming, with its Train of Cheats, Quar- 


rels, and Blaſphemies. All theſe are Pub- 


Wick Nuſances, injurious to the Peace, and 


pernicious to the Welfare of Society. 


AGAINST theſe you have liſted your 
ſewes Champions of the Publick Good, to 
ight under the Banner of the Civil Ma- 
elirate. Aſſiſtance like yours is abſolutely 


Neceſlary to him for the due Diſcharge of 
is Offices: For Juſtice might be repre- 
ented Deaf, as well as Blind, if thoſe ſhould 
e diſcourag'd, who give her true Informations. 


C 2 


AND 
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AN D thus much may ſuffice to ſhew the 
Juſtice and the Expediency of the Laws 
now in Force, againſt Profaneneſs and Im. 


merality; and conſequently to juſtifie the 


Cauſe which you arc engaged in, and to 
excite your Zeal for the farther maintain- 
ing of it. Though indeed your Zeal hay 
been ſuch, as prevents our Incitements, 
and renders Exhortations ſuperfluous. |] 
mould rather congratulate your Succeſ,, 
not only againſt the great Number of ſingle 
Tranfgreſſors, which appears in your prin- 
ted Accounts; but againſt the ſtrong Holds 


of Iniquity. Von have been greatly inftru- 


mental in diſperſing many Conventicles of 
Uncleanneſs; and made the principal Of— 
fenders Publick Examples, to the Terror, 
and greater Reſtraint at leaſt, of all fuch 
wicked Aſſemblies. You alſo have been 
happy Inſtruments in ſuppreſſing and dift- 
pating many Gaming-houſes, which wet? 
the Haunts of diſaffected Perſons, Dens of 
Thieves, and Nurſeries of Street-Robbers 
and Highway-men. And a much greater 
Progreſs would have been made in theſe, 
and all other Branches of publick Refor- 


mation; if you had not met with Obſtacles 


where they ſhould be leaſt expected; à part 
of which I ſhall touch upon before I con- 
Clude. 
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WuEN I formerly had the Honour to 
peak before theſe Societies, I repreſented, 

to the beſt of my Capacity, the Quali- 
fcations requiſite for ſuch as enter upon 
the arduous Work of Reformation; and 
the Temper or Diſpoſition with which it 
hould be performed: So that I have 
nothing farther to ſuggeſt upon that 
Head, and indeed little upon any other 
relating to the preſent Occaſion: Only I 
would take Notice of the Difficulty I 
mentioned, which lies in your Way, and 
has been, as I believe, the Reaſon why, 
with all your Efforts, you have not made 
ſo great a Progreſs, as otherwiſe might have 
been expected from your Courage and Dili- 
rence. 


You have endeavourd to promote the 
Execution of the Laws now in Force againſt 
Impiety and Immorality ; but has it not been 
tound, by a vexatious Experience, to your 
great Trouble, and greater Expence, that ſome 
f theſe Laws want Reformation? Have they 
not often prov'd ineffectual by Reaſon of cer- 
tain Defects, Intricacies, or Obſcurities, through 
which the Guilty evade, and in which a vir- 
tuous Proſecutor 1 may be enſnar' de 


BUT 
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Bur whatever may be defective in our Law. 
we are to hope, that the Wiſdom of our Le 
giſlature will ſupply: And in the mean time 
you will continue your uſual Endeavours, that 
the Laws may be exerted, as far as they wil 
reach, to the Puniſhment of Vice, and th 
Maintenance of Religion and Virtue. Yoy 
Reward will not depend upon your Succeſs 
but will be proportioned to the Purity of your 
Intentions : And tho' the ſtubborn Iniquity o 
the World, may in ſome Meaſure fruſtrate 
your pious Labours here, yet they will be 
available to your own Sanctification. T here. 
fore, my beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedſaſt, un. 
anoveable, akways abounding in the Work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as ye know, that your La. 
bour is not in vain in the Lord. 
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